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MENTAL  alertness  is  an  essential  attribute  of  the 
person  who  is  responsible  for  the  reference  work 
in  any  library.  In  order  that  this  work  may  be  car- 
ried on  successfully,  the  reference  librarian  must  be 
awake  to  the  numerous  sources  of  information  which 
printed  materials  produce.  She  cannot  possibly  carry  in 
her  head  a  knowledge  of  everything  that  is  going  on,  but 
she  must  know  how  and  where  to  find  information  on 
present-day  topics  for  the  reader  who  asks  for  it. 

When  a  political  science  student  asked,  on  May  10, 
1933,  why  Hitler  had  burned  Sigmund  Freud's  books,  it 
so  happened  that  the  burning  was  taking  place  that  very 
day.  The  morning  papers  of  May  11  related  the  story. 
If  this  question  had  been  asked  later  and  the  exact  date 
was  not  remembered,  of  course  one  could  turn  the  pages 
of  the  daily  papers  until  the  report  was  found,  but  that 
operation  takes  more  time  than  students  or  librarians  can 
usually  spare.  And,  after  all,  there  is  no  need  to  turn 
pages  when  the  INDEX  to  THE  NEW  YORK  TIMES 
usually  locates  news  items  in  a  few  moments. 

Current  information  is  frequently  difficult  to  find. 
Sometimes  a  subject  is  so  new  that  it  has  not  yet  been  men- 
tioned in  the  magazines,  and  often  when  the  magazines 
do  discuss  it,  the  articles  give  not  so  much  fact  as  opinion. 
The  place  to  get  the  facts  is  the  daily  newspapers. 


Index's  Specific  References  Helpful: 

Without  the  aid  of  THE  NEW  YORK  TIMES  INDEX,  adequate  reference 
work  would  be  exceedingly  difficult,  for  it  is  the  only  index  published  for  an 
American  newspaper.  Begun  in  1913,  as  a  .quarterly,  it  has  indexed  the  news 
of  each  day  continuously  to  date.  In  1930  it  became  a  monthly  publication, 
cumulating  into  an  annual  volume  at  the  end  of  each  year.  The  subject  entries 
have  always  been  specific,  and  cross  references  adequate,  but  the  change  in 
frequency  of  publication  has  caused  THE  INDEX  to  be  much  more  useful  be- 
cause of  its  timeliness.  The  Annual  Cumulative  Volume  gives  all  the  entries  for 
the  year  in  one  alphabet,  which  makes  it  easier  to  use  than  the  quarterly  issues 
in  which  four  alphabets  have  to  be  consulted. 

The  information  about  the  Nazi  bonfire  can  probably  be  found  through  the 
magazine  indexes,  for  Readers'  Guide  lists  many  articles  under  the  headings 
"Jews  in  Germany"  and  "Hitler,  Adolf."  Not  one,  however,  gives  any  as- 
surance from  the  title  that  the  facts  about  the  burning  of  the  books  are  included. 
To  find  the  information,  all  the  references  must  be  followed  up  and  articles 
consulted  one  by  one. 

Example  of  Index's  Thoroughness: 

THE  NEW  YORK  TIMES  INDEX  for  April,  1933, 1  under  the  heading 
"Jews  -  Germany,"  announced  the  date  of  the  burning  of  Jewish  literature  as 
planned  for  May  10.  Had  the  May  INDEX  not  yet  appeared,  this  reference 
would  have  sufficed,  and  although  that  statement  appeared  long  before  the 
event,  the  account  of  the  episode  could  have  been  found  by  turning  only  a  few 
pages.  If  the  question  had  come  late  in  June  the  matter  would  have  been  easier 
still.  In  the  May  INDEX,  under  the  same  heading  ("Jews  -  Germany")2  one 
finds  the  simple  entry,  "Books  burned,  My  11,  1 :2."  This  means  that  in  the 
second  column  of  the  first  page  of  THE  TIMES  for  May  11,  the  account  of  the 
burning  of  the  books  by  Jewish  authors  will  be  found.  Turning  to  the  paper 
itself,  one  discovers  a  very  complete  story  of  the  event  which  Frederick  T. 
Birchall  had  sent  by  wireless  from  Berlin,  and  which  is  carried  over  into  page 
12,  filling  several  columns  of  space.  Mr.  Birchall,  writing  from  the  spot,  gives 
from  first-hand  information  the  basis  on  which  books  were  chosen  for  burning, 
mentioning  Freud,  and  telling  why  his  books  were  burned. 

Some  one  may  ask  why  the  heading  "Jews  -  Germany"  was  chosen.  In  this 
case  it  was  known  that  Dr.  Freud  is  Jewish,  but  that  knowledge  was  not  neces- 
sary. The  same  reference  is  given  in  THE  INDEX  under  Freud's  name3  and 
under  "Books  -  Censorship  -  Germany,"4  taking  care  that  the  reader  is  led  to  the 
information  from  almost  any  angle.    In  fact,  the  article  would  have  been  hard 


to  miss,  for  looking  under  "Censorship"5  one  is  told  to  "See  names  of  specifie 
subjects,"  and  under  "Germany  -  Book  Censorship,'"  "See  Books  -  Censorship- 
Germany,"  each  reference  leading  directly  to  the  information  wanted. 

Master  Key  to  Other  Newspapers: 

Unlike  other  lists  of  references,  THE  NEW  YORK  TIMES  INDEX  leads 
to  subject-matter  not  only  in  the  paper  it  indexes  but  to  that  of  wide  interest 
in  other  daily  papers.  All  good  newspapers  publish  the  same  important  news 
on  the  same  day,  so  the  student  who  wanted  to  know  what  Pennsylvania  had 
done  toward  control  of  the  liquor  problem  since  the  repeal  of  the  Eighteenth 
Amendment  had  only  to  consult  The  Index  to  THE  TIMES  for  dates  of  legisla- 
tion in  Pennsylvania.  To  have  searched  Pennsylvania  papers  would  have  been 
an  unnecessary  time-consuming  task,  because  The  TIMES  Index,  beginning 
with  December,  1933,  under  the  heading  "Alcoholic  Liquors  -  Pennsylvania,"7 
lists,  chronologically,  the  chief  steps  in  liquor  control  in  that  State,  giving,  as 
always,  exact  reference  to  dates.  These  references  served  as  indexes  to  the  local 
papers,  furnishing  the  dates  on  which  they  reported  the  same  news,  and  so 
enabled  the  student  to  follow  the  local  accounts  of  the  information  he  wanted. 

Supplements  Other  Reference  Books: 

This  facility  for  locating  dates  through  THE  NEW  YORK  TIMES  INDEX 
is  particularly  useful  for  finding  biographical  information  which  may  supple- 
ment that  given  in  THE  TIMES.  Frequently  the  home  paper  prints  obituaries, 
or,  in  the  case  of  the  granting  of  a  special  honor,  a  long  biographical  article 
about  the  recipient.  The  interest  may  be  primarily  local  but  often  THE  TIMES 
will  mention  a  death  or  the  exercises  connected  with  the  presentation  of  an  award 
and  so  serve,  through  its  index,  as  a  guide  to  the  fuller  material.  An  example 
of  the  former  is  shown  in  the  case  of  Dr.  Jay  F.  Schamberg  of  Philadelphia, 
who  died  on  March  30,  1934.  THE  TIMES  printed  an  obituary  of  half  a 
column,8  mentioning  his  outstanding  accomplishments,  and  the  main  facts  of 
his  life.  The  Philadelphia  Public  Ledger9  gives  three-fourths  of  a  column  to 
him,  omitting  some  of  the  information  contributed  by  THE  TIMES,  but  adding 
a  portrait  and  some  facts  which  appeared  neither  in  THE  TIMES  nor  in  Who's 
Who  in  America. 

The  winning  of  the  Bok  award  by  Dr.  Lucy  Wilson  is  an  excellent  illustra- 
tion of  the  value  of  The  Index  to  THE  TIMES  in  leading  to  biographical  in- 
formation about  living  people.    The  INDEX  for  February,  1934,10  gives  refer- 


ence  to  the  date  and  the  page  of  THE  NEW  YORK  TIMES11  on  which  the 
account  of  the  presentation  can  be  found.  This  date  is  the  clue  to  location  in 
the  Philadelphia  papers  of  the  same  event.  Being  entirely  a  Philadelphia  institu- 
tion, it  is  natural  that  the  local  papers  played  up  the  occasion.  One  paper 
gave  two  photographs  and  over  four  columns  of  information,12  including  both 
biographical  facts  and  information  about  the  Bok  award,  whereas  THE  NEW 
YORK  TIMES  told  the  whole  story  in  fifteen  lines. 

Newspaper  of  Record; 

THE  NEW  YORK  TIMES  is  invaluable  both  as  a  primary  and  a  secondary 
source  of  material  emanating  from  the  United  States  Government.  It  reported, 
on  Jan.  22,  1934,13  the  findings  of  a  study  made  by  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and 
Domestic  Commerce  on  our  national  income  for  the  years  1929-1932  inclusive. 
While  the  information  given  was,  of  course,  only  a  suggestion  of  what  the  full 
report  will  contain,  two  partial  columns  were  packed  with  important  figures 
which  were  all  that  were  available  until  the  preliminary  report  was  sent  out 
some  time  later. 

As  a  primary  source,  THE  NEW  YORK  TIMES  is  important  for  its  re- 
prints of  texts  of  speeches  which  may  or  may  not  appear  elsewhere,  and  for 
bills  which  have  been  introduced  into  Congress,  but  which  are  not  to  be  found, 
in  the  Congressional  Record.  Texts  of  bills  are  not  included  in  the  depository 
privilege  granted  to  libraries,  and  many  non-depository  libraries  cannot  afford 
to  subscribe  to  the  Congressional  Record.  Nor  do  they  have  any  need  to  order 
copies  of  all  bills.  The  texts  of  many  important  bills  can  be  found  in  THE 
NEW  YORK  TIMES,  having  been  located  through  its  index,  for  example,  the 
text  of  the  bill  creating  the  Reconstruction  Finance  Corporation.  The  reader 
who  wanted  it  knew  that  it  had  been  signed  by  Hoover  in  January,  1932.  The 
TIMES  Index  for  193214  gives  a  reference  to  the  paper15  where  the  complete 
text  of  the  bill  may  be  found. 

Verification  of  Facts: 

THE  NEW  YORK  TIMES  serves  yet  another  purpose  by  verifying  facts 
which  are  taken  from  other  sources.  Errors  will  sometimes  creep  into  even  the 
most  carefully  edited  publication.  That  the  Dictionary  of  American  Biography, 
our  newest  and  most  reliable  biographical  encyclopedia,  is  no  exception  is  shown 
by  the  fact  that  the  date  of  Solon  Borglum's  death  is  given  there  as  of  Jan.  31, 
1922.1*  He  really  died  on  Jan.  30,  as  is  shown  by  THE  TIMES  of  Jan.  31,  1922,17 
which  says,  "Solon  H.  Borglum,  head  of  the  school  of  sculpture  of  his  name  in 


this  city  . .  .  died  at  7  o'clock  last  night  in  the  Stamford  (Conn.)  Hospital."  In 
cases  like  this,  it  may  seem  as  if  undue  attention  is  being  paid  to  accuracy  in 
minor  details,  but  facts  are  facts,  and  in  any  serious  study  accuracy  is  essential. 

Guide  to  Dates: 

It  is  necessary,  of  course,  that  a  library  subscribe  to  THE  NEW  YORK 
TIMES  in  order  to  get  the  full  value  of  The  INDEX  as  a  reference  tool,  but 
The  INDEX  pays  for  itself  even  if  The  TIMES  is  not  received.  As  has  been 
mentioned,  it  serves  as  a  guide  to  the  dates  on  which  news  appeared  in  any 
paper,  and  furthermore,  it  is  in  itself  an  exceedingly  useful  reference  tool. 
Dates,  statements  of  fact,  chronology  of  events  and  other  important  information 
may  be  found  without  further  reference  to  the  paper  itself.  Reference  questions 
which  have  recently  been  asked,  and  which  illustrate  these  types  of  information, 
are:  "When  was  the  attempt  made  last  year  to  stop  filibustering  in  Congress?" 
"Who  is  now  chief  counsel  for  the  New  Jersey  State  Highway  Department?" 
"Where  can  I  find  a  summary  of  the  airmail  controversy?"  THE  NEW  YORK 
TIMES  INDEX  takes  care  of  each  of  these  questions  without  further  search. 
First,  in  the  issue  of  February,  1933, 16  under  the  entry  "United  States-Congress- 
Senate-Rules,"  we  find,  "Attempt  to  limit  debate  for  rest  of  session  fails,  F  22, 
2:2."  The  second  question  may  be  answered  from  the  February,  1934,  issue 
of  The  INDEX19  under  the  heading  "New  Jersey  -  Highway  Department." 
P.  P.  Garvin  is  mentioned  as  being  named  chief  counsel.  It  can  be  found  that 
his  first  name  is  Pierre  if  the  entry  under  Garvin  is  consulted.20 

For  an  answer  to  the  third  question,  one  must  use  the  Indexes  to  The 
TIMES  from  January,  1934,  until  the  controversy  is  settled.  The  facts  are 
given  in  chronological  order  under  "Aeronautics-Mail  Service-United  States,"21 
and  they  constitute  an  excellent  summary  of  happenings  in  this  conflict  since  its 
beginning.  This  policy  of  The  INDEX  in  arranging  the  material  chronologically 
under  subject  is  valuable  in  that  the  group  of  references  under  each  is  a  concise 
survey  of  that  subject,  and  developments  can  be  followed  step  by  step  from 
beginning  to  end. 

An  enumeration  of  the  uses  of  THE  NEW  YORK  TIMES  INDEX  for 
locating  and  verifying  subject-matter  and/or  facts  could  go  on  for  many  more 
pages,  but  the  points  discussed  above  represent  a  fair  sampling  which  should 
give  the  reader  of  this  paper  an  idea  of  the  inestimable  value  of  The  TIMES 
and  its  Index  as  research  tools.  The  examples  as  given  will  suggest  other 
uses  to  the  worker  who  is  unfamiliar  with  The  INDEX  as  a  reference  help, 
but  only  from  the  actual  employment  of  the  publications  themselves  will  the 
student  discover  all  the  varied  approaches  to  knowledge  through  their  use. 


References 


1.  p.  143,  col.  1.  Entry:  Jews  in 
U.  S.  plan  protest  parades  .  .  . 
against  burning  of  Jewish  liter- 
ature in  Germany  on  May  10. 
p.  1388,  col.  1  in  the  Annual 
Cumulative  INDEX  for  1933. 

2.  p.  145,  col.  2.  p.  1389,  col  1  in 
the  Annual  Cumulative  INDEX 
for  1933. 

3.  p.  106,  col.  1.  p.  1024,  col.  1  in 
the  Annual  Cumulative  INDEX 
for  1933. 

4.  P-  40,  col.  2.  p.  369,  col.  2  in 
the  Annual  Cumulative  INDEX 
for  1933. 

5.  p.  54  col.  2.  p.  512,  col.  1  in 
the  Annual  Cumulative  INDEX 
for  1933. 

6.  p.  HI,  col.  1.  p.  1064,  col.  1  in 
the  Annual  Cumulative  INDEX 
for  1933. 

7.  p.  14,  col.  2.  p.  99,  col.  2  in 
the  Annual  Cumulative  INDEX 
for  1933. 

8.  March  31,  1934.  p.  11,  col.  6. 
Title:  Dr.  J.  F.  Schamberg, 
scientist,  dies,  63. 

9.  March  31,  1934.    p.  5,  col.  1. 


10.  P-  265,  col.  2. 

11.  Feb.  9,  17:4.  Title:  Woman 
Gets  Bok  Award. 

12.  Public  Ledger  (Philadelphia). 
Feb.  9,  1934.  p.  1,  col.  1,  and  p. 
10,  col.  1-5. 

13.  p.  4,  col.  1.  Title:  Our  Income 
Fell  40%  in  Four  Years. 

14.  P-  2042,  col.  1.  Entry:  Hoover 
Signs  Bill.  .  .  .  Text  of  bill. 

15.  Jan.  23,  1932.  p.  8,  col.  2.  Title: 
President  Hoover  Signs  $2,000,- 
000,000  Reconstruction  Bill  to 
Halt  Deflation. 

16.  vol.  2,  p.  462. 

17.  p.  13,  col.  5.  Title:  Solon  H. 
Borglum  Dies  After  Operation. 

18.  p.  263,  col.  1.  p.  2754,  col  1  in 
the  Annual  Cumulative  INDEX 
for  1933. 

19.  p.  172,  col.  1. 

20.  P-  101,  col.  2. 

21.  January,  1934.  p.  6-7.  Febru- 
ary, 1934.  p.  7-9.  March,  1934. 
p.  7-9. 


Avery  Architectural  and  Fine  Arts  Library 
Gift  of  Seymour  B.  Durst  Old  York  Library 


60*  7«f 


